CHAPTER VII
THE PHCENK PARK MURDERS
I
MRS* O'SHEA'S baby was born on February 16, 1882, and
died on April 21 of the same year* The child was a girl,
and was named Claude Sophie, the first name being a com-
pliment to Lord Truro, an old friend of her mother, and
the second, given on her father's suggestion, a compliment
to Sophia Parnell (Mrs* MacDermott), who had died in 1877
at the age of thirty-three* " It was the name of one of my
sisters whom I was said to be most like of the family/*1
Parnell saw the child before she died owing to the following
circumstances: His nephew, Henry, the only child of
Mrs* Livingston Thomson, who was a musician in Paris, led
a solitary life which established his kinship with the reclusive
Parnells* He contracted an illness which was discovered by
his parents only by accident* They thought at first that it
was trivial, but " the fever went to his head, and after a
week's constant delirium the poor fellow died* He used
to devote himself entirely to music, composing, etc*, and
it is thought that his brain was injured or weakened by
dwelling too much upon this one subject, and so was unable
to withstand disease/*2
The death of this young man provided the Government
with an excuse for releasing Parnell on parole, so that he
might go to Paris and attend this nephew's funeral* The
Cabinet now realised that they had not improved the Irish
situation by jailing its controller* Mr* Forster brought them
" the gloomiest" reports from Ireland* 4* The Land Act
had brought no improvement* In the south-west and many
of the midland counties lawlessness and intimidation were
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